


 

Statement of Common Ground with Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 

Statement of Common Ground Page 1 of 44 

Document Reference 18.19  April 2025 

 

Company: Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind  Asset: Whole Asset 

Project: Whole Wind Farm 
Sub 
Project/Package: 

Whole Asset 

Document Title 
or Description: 

Statement of Common Ground with the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) 

Internal 
Document 
Number: 

PP1-ODOW-DEV-CS-STA-0032_04 
3rd Party Doc No 
(If applicable): 

N/A 

Rev 
No. 

Date 
Status / Reason for 
Issue 

Author Checked by Reviewed by 
Approved 
by 

0.1 
October 
2024 

Draft for RSPB Review GoBe/ SLR 
Outer 
Dowsing   

Shepherd & 
Wedderburn 
  

Outer 
Dowsing  

1.0 
October 
2024 

Deadline 1 Issue GoBe/ SLR   
Outer 
Dowsing  

Shepherd & 
Wedderburn 
  

Outer 
Dowsing  

2.0 
March 
2025 

Deadline 5 Issue GoBe/ SLR   
Outer 
Dowsing  

Shepherd & 
Wedderburn  

Outer 
Dowsing  

3.0 
March 
2025 

Draft of Final Version 
for RSPB Sign off 

GoBe/ SLR   
Outer 
Dowsing  

Shepherd & 
Wedderburn  

Outer 
Dowsing  

4.0 
March 
2025 

Final SoCG GoBe/ SLR   
Outer 
Dowsing  

Shepherd & 
Wedderburn  

Outer 
Dowsing  

 

  



 

Statement of Common Ground with Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 

Statement of Common Ground Page 2 of 44 

Document Reference 18.19  April 2025 

 

 

Table of Contents 

Acronyms & Definitions ......................................................................................................................... 3 

Abbreviations / Acronyms .................................................................................................................. 3 

Terminology ....................................................................................................................................... 4 

1 Introduction .................................................................................................................................... 6 

1.1 Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (ODOW) ................................................................................ 6 

1.2 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) ........................................................ 6 

1.3 Consultation ........................................................................................................................... 6 

1.4 Topics addressed in this Statement of Common Ground ...................................................... 7 

1.5 Identification of items agreed/not agreed/in discussion ...................................................... 8 

2 Statement of Common Ground ...................................................................................................... 9 

2.1 Offshore Ornithology ............................................................................................................. 9 

2.2 Onshore Ornithology ........................................................................................................... 17 

2.3 Derogation and Compensation ............................................................................................ 19 

2.4 Biodiversity Net Gain ........................................................................................................... 41 

3 Signatures ..................................................................................................................................... 42 

References ........................................................................................................................................... 43 

 

Table of Tables  

Table 1: Summary of consultation with the RSPB ................................................................................. 7 

Table 2: Topics Included in this SoCG .................................................................................................... 7 

Table 3: Colour coding system ............................................................................................................... 8 

Table 4: Offshore ornithology ................................................................................................................ 9 

Table 5: Onshore ornithology .............................................................................................................. 17 

Table 6: Derogation and Compensation .............................................................................................. 19 

Table 7: Biodiversity Net Gain .............................................................................................................. 41 
 

 

 

 

 

 









 

Statement of Common Ground with Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 

Statement of Common Ground Page 6 of 44 

Document Reference 18.19  April 2025 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (ODOW)  

1. Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (‘The Project’) is a proposed offshore windfarm comprising both 

offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generation station (windfarm) 

located approximately 54km from the Lincolnshire coastline, export cables to landfall, Offshore 

Reactive Compensation Platforms (ORCPs), onshore cables, connection to the electricity 

transmission network, ancillary and associated development and areas for the delivery of up to 

two Artificial Nesting Structures (ANS) and the creation of a biogenic reef (if these 

compensation measures are deemed to be required by the Secretary of State).  

2. The Project will have a total installed capacity of 1.5GW which is roughly equivalent to the 

annual electricity consumption of over 1.6 million UK households.  

1.2 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground (SoCG)  

3. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (‘RSPB’) are a conservation charity working to 

protect birds and wildlife.  

4. This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and the RSPB to identify topics that are relevant 

to the RSPB and state whether relevant matters are agreed, not agreed or still in discussion. If 

relevant, where matters are not agreed, an explanation is provided as to whether these matters 

are of consequence or not.  

5. This SoCG has been prepared with due regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the 

examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (2024).  

1.3 Consultation  

6. The Applicant has engaged with the RSPB through bilateral engagement, formal consultation 

undertaken under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (the 2008 Act), and participation in the 

Offshore Ornithology and Derogation and Compensation, and Onshore Ecology, Hydrology, 

Geology & Ground Conditions and Land Use Expert Topic Groups (ETGs) convened as part of the 

Evidence Plan Process (EPP).  

7. During the Phase 2 consultation held by the Applicant in June/July 2023, the RSPB provided 

comments on the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which in addition to the 

Relevant Representations submitted to the Planning Inspectorate has provided the basis for this 

SoCG. 

8. Additionally, the Applicant engaged in a number of meetings with the RSPB to understand more 

about the Lincolnshire Wash Landscape Recovery Project (one of a range of schemes to support 

landowners and managers to deliver projects that restore nature, reduce flood risk and increase 

biodiversity) and how they can support and contribute to it.  
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